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The system of government conferred on Bosnia by the Dayton Peace Agreement, signed 25 years 
ago this month in Paris, needs fixing: on that few would disagree. The problem is that there is no 
consensus on how.  The time has come to end this impasse once and for all.

The US framers of the Dayton constitution (Annex 4 of the treaty) created a system of government 
in Bosnia that responded to two prevailing conditions in 1995: the Yugoslav Republic of Bosnia-
Herzegovinas ethnic protections in its government structures, and the war-imposed political 
division of the country arising from the 1992-95 war.
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