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MOLDOVA: PANDEMIC BRINKMANSHIP BRINGS STRIFE TO ‘SECURITY ZONE'
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A BIRN investigation reveals how Transnistrian emergency laws, imposed in the name of public 
health, ended up jeopardising the health of thousands of people, restricting their access to 
medicines and medical facilities.

On March 17 this year, as Europe was entering lockdown, the village of Molovata Noua in eastern 
Moldova awoke to find its links to the world severed by mysterious armed men.

They had appeared seemingly overnight, establishing a checkpoint on the only road that 
connected the village to nearby towns and the Moldovan capital, Chisinau.
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