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Romania on Thursday received the first Patriot surface-to-air missile system acquired from US 
defense giants Raytheon and Lockheed-Martin, which has been hailed as a crucial step towards 
strengthening the countrys air defences in the Black Sea region, where Russia is increasingly 
active.

The set-up of the first Patriot system is only a first step towards building a formidable air defence 
capability for our country, which will significantly contribute to consolidating deterrence and the 
defence of NATO on its eastern flank, Romanias Defence Minister, Nicolae Ciuca, said at the 
unveiling ceremony at the Cape Midia military base near the Black Sea port of Constanta.
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