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IRAQ STRUGGLES TO MAINTAIN POWER BALANCE
- 21.07.2020

Al Monitor (20 July 2020)

Ali Mamaouri

In an attempt to remove Irag from the conflict between Iran and its regional and international
rivals, lraqi Prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhimi has planned and is taking his first trip as a package
to three countries: Saudi Arabia, Iran and the United States. This way, he wants to send a message
to all rival powers that Iraq's sovereignty should be respected and regional and international
powers should not bring their conflicts into Iraq.

Iraq has been a center field for conflict since 2003 between different regional and international
powers, and it has turned into a direct battleground between the United States and Iran after the
assassination of Iran's top Quds Force commander, Maj. Gen. Qasem Soleimani, earlier this year,
followed by Iran's bombing of US forces at Ain al-Asad air base in western Iraq's Anbar province.

The selection of Kadhimi was actually a settlement choice between Iraqi political parties to reduce
the tension and find a solution to the regional and international conflicts on Iraq's territory.
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