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Over the past week, news of a long-term strategic pact between China and Iran has caused an 
uproar among the Iranian public and politicians alike, with both supporters and opponents voicing 
strong opinions on social media. Irans former president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, rang alarm bells 
when he warned of a public backlash totally rejecting the deal should the government fail to 
consult lawmakers before signing the agreement. In response, government officials were quick to 
denounce his proclamation as fake news, claiming that there is nothing secretive about the deal. 
On the contrary, Irans government has held the agreement up as a major diplomatic achievement 
for the country at a time of increasing international isolation.
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