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COLONIAL ABUSES HAUNT FRANCE'S RACISM DEBATE
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Adama Traoré, a young black man from the Paris suburbs who died in police custody four years 
ago; and Jean-Baptiste Colbert, a white aristocrat from the 17th Century who managed the 
country's finances under King Louis XIV.

One is remembered today in demonstrations against police brutality; the other with a marble 
statue outside the National Assembly.

"We've been fighting here in France for four years," Adama's sister, Assa Traoré, told us. "My 
brother's case is [well] known, but it's George Floyd's death that will really expose what's going on 
here in France."
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