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BEIJING'S MILITARY ADVENTURISM IN THE HIMALAYAS IS RISKY. THE WORLD IS BIG 
ENOUGH FOR THE RISE OF INDIA AND CHINA
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Last month saw several face-offs between the Indian Army and China's People's Liberation Army 
along the Line of Actual Control (LAC), their long-disputed shared border, high in the Himalayas.

While the entanglement in North Sikkim was resolved locally, within the framework of mutually 
agreed-upon protocols, the ones in Eastern Ladakh have lingered, giving rise to speculation about 
China's intentions.

The last major stand-off between the Asian giants was at Doklam in 2017, and lasted for 73 days. 
It was followed by informal meetings between Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, first at Wuhan in April 2018 and then at Mamallapuram in Tamil Nadu in 
October 2019. During those interactions, both leaders reiterated the importance of peace in 
border areas for greater strategic gains. They also issued guidance to their respective militaries to 
exercise restraint and strengthen mutual understanding and trust.
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