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EU SIGNS CONTRACT FOR LARGE-SCALE BIOMETRIC DATABASE TO PROTECT BORDERS
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The European Unions ICT agency for internal security and border control, eu-LISA, has signed a 
framework contract for a new biometric matching system which aims to create a database of 
fingerprints and facial images of more than 400 million third-country nationals by 2022.

As part of the four-year deal, technology providers IDEMIA and Sopra Steria will be involved in 
helping to build a new shared biometric matching system (sBMS), with the objective of fighting 
illegal immigration and trans-border crime across the 26 European countries in the passport-free 
Schengen area, eventually becoming one of the largest biometric systems in the world.

As part of the new set up, third-country nationals crossing the external borders of the Schengen 
states will be required to use the technology to submit their biometric data for identification 
purposes.
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