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Candidates for the membership in the European Union should resolve the disputed issues in the 
spirit of regional cooperation, stated ten civil society organizations from Montenegro and Serbia, 
adding that it is necessary to urgently calm the tensions between the two countries.

In a joint statement, CSOs pointed out that, at a time when leading candidates for EU membership 
are expected to show stronger political leadership and credibility in fulfilling the commitments and 
values   ଠ 漀渀  which the Union is based, calming the tensions between Serbia and Montenegro and 
ending the use of inflammatory and passionate speech in statements by officials of these 
countries is imperative.

The statement was signed by the Belgrade Centre for Security Policy (BCSP), Belgrade Fund for 
Political Excellence (BFPE), Centre for Contemporary Politics (CSP), European Policy Centre from 
Belgrade (CEP), International and Security Affairs Centre (ISAC), European Movement in Serbia 
(EPuS), Lawyers Committee for Human Rights (YUCOM) from Serbia and Centre for Civil Liberties 
(CEGAS), the Institute Alternative (IA) and Politikon Network from Montenegro.

Civil society organizations have stressed that it is the duty of the leaders of both countries to show 
their readiness to resolve existing disputes through dialogue, instead of inciting low nationalist 
passions that may bring votes in the upcoming elections, but can have long-term and serious 
consequences.

The responsibility lies with the officials of both countries, who should lay the foundations of the 
European path for all other countries of the Western Balkans, to act rationally and diplomatically 
when resolving disputed issues, respecting the sovereignty of both countries. We appeal for such 
issues to be resolved through a dialogue between representatives of relevant institutions in both 
countries, and not through statements by media officials, the statement said.

https://europeanwesternbalkans.com/2020/06/01/csos-from-montenegro-and-serbia-call-for-the-
lowering-of-tensions/
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