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European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen repeated an apology to Italy on behalf of 
Europe for its failure to do more to help at the start of the pandemic. "It is true that no one was 
really ready for this. It is also true that too many were not there on time when Italy needed a 
helping hand at the very beginning," she said at the European Parliament.

She said that, after a bad start, the EU has shown it is capable of solidarity. "The truth is that it did 
not take long before everyone realized that we must protect each other to protect ourselves."

"The real Europe is standing up, the one that is there for each other when it is needed the 
most...The one where paramedics from Poland and doctors from Romania save lives in Italy. 
Where ventilators from Germany provide a lifeline in Spain."
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