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CORONAVIRUS: EU CALLS FOR COORDINATED EXIT PLAN

- 15.04.2020

Deutsche Welle (15 April 2020)

The Commission wants member states to collaborate on easing coronavirus restrictions. But with
disparate national responses to COVID-19, there's no one-size-fits-all solution. Bernd Riegert
reports from Brussels.

EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen is unveiling on Wednesday her road map for lifting
coronavirus restrictions across the bloc. In a 14-page document laying out her ideas, von der
Leyen says that "although it is clear that the path back to normalcy will take a long time, it is also
obvious that we cannot maintain these extraordinary restrictions indefinitely."

She says lockdowns across the continent had proven effective, yet also precipitated a tremendous
economic shock and placed a heavy burden on public life. EU officials estimate that the eurozone
economy could shrink by 10 percent this year [II] drop in economic productivity not seen since
the global economic crisis of the 1920s.
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