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THE PROMISE OF 29 FEBRUARY
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The 29 February Agreement may well set in motion a process bringing peace to Afghanistan and
an end to Americas longest war. The agreement marks a formal reversal of the wrong committed
in early 2002 when a triumphant United States chose to lump the Afghan Taliban together with Al
Qaeda even though the Taliban were not responsible for 9/11 and, by any measure, were integral
part of the Afghan political landscape. The 29 February agreement can be a beginning for peace.
But an uncharted course lies ahead, and this positive development can turn out to be a false dawn.
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