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SCHOOLS, SHRINES SHUT IN IRAQ'S NAJAF OVER CORONAVIRUS

- 26.02.2020

France 24 (25 February 2020)

Shrines have shuttered, streets are deserted and schools closed in Iraq's holy city of Najaf, where
only pharmacies draw crowds after a novel coronavirus case triggered widespread panic.

Najaf is popular among Shiite Muslim pilgrims from Iran, which has recorded 15 deaths from
COVID-19, the highest death toll outside China, the epidemic's epicentre.

It is also where Iraq confirmed its first novel coronavirus infection in an Iranian national studying in
a Shiite seminary in the city, located around 200 kilometres (124 miles) from Baghdad.

Since he was diagnosed on Monday, authorities have beefed up precautionary measures.

Click for more
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