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STOLTENBERG URGES AFGHAN POLITICIANS TO AVOID ESCALATION AFTER
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

- 26.02.2020

Urdu Point (25 February 2020)
Faizan Hashmi

Brussels

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg has called on Afghanistan's politicians to refrain from
taking steps that could lead to an escalation of the political conflict in the country following the
announcement of the presidential election's results.

Afghanistan held a presidential election on September 28. The vote was conducted under a
tightened security regime as the Taliban had threatened to upset the electoral process. Last week,
President Ashraf Ghani was pronounced the winner. However, his main rival Abdullah Abdullah did
not recognize the final vote count. Because of the current political tensions, the inauguration
ceremony was postponed until mid-March.

"I call on all Afghan political actors to refrain from taking steps that would escalate tensions and
undermine political stability," Stoltenberg said in a statement.

According to NATO's secretary general, all issues should be resolved within the confines of the law.

"Any concerns about the electoral process should be addressed according to constitutional and
legal procedures," he said.

Stoltenberg also stressed that NATO will continue supporting Afghanistan's efforts to achieve long-
term stability and security.
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