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EPP PROLONGS SUSPENSION OF HUNGARY'S FIDESZ INDEFINITELY
- 04.02.2020

Politico (3 February 2020)

Leaders of the European People's Party on Monday agreed to extend the suspension of Hungarys
ruling Fidesz party indefinitely.

A majority of EPP party leaders who gathered in Brussels for their partys annual political assembly
lent their support to EPP President Donald Tusks decision to prolong the suspension of Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orbdns party over concerns about the rule of law in Hungary and anti-
Brussels rhetoric.

The decision signals that the conservative political family is continuing to struggle with how to
address ideological divisions between its moderate and right-wing factions.

Tusk told the political assembly there was a need for a deep reflection and a new political vision
for the EPP, and proposed holding a special congress on the issue at an unspecified date, an EPP
official said following the meeting.

Tusk said there would be no redefinition of our fundamental values, the official added.

Many center-right officials have expressed concerns about the situation in Hungary

During the meeting, Tusk also announced he would meet Orban at the end of February. According
to the official, who attended the meeting, there was no vote and leaders expressed their opinions
in speeches.

The EPP suspended Fidesz last March and appointed a three-person panel to investigate the
situation in Hungary and issue a recommendation on whether the party should be expelled.

EPP officials say the report has not been published because Orban didn't alleviate concerns about
the state of the rule of law.

"Future relationship depends fully on developments in #Hungary," tweeted EPP Vice President
Siegfried Muresan, a Romanian member of the European Parliament, following the meeting. "There
can never be compromise on #European and on @EPP values," he wrote.

Many center-right officials have expressed concerns about the situation in Hungary but prefer to
see Fidesz remain within the EPP orbit rather than join a rival group.



There are certain, say, aspects of what the Hungarian government does that | dont fully

fve =

interview Monday.

To argue is easy, but then you always have to think about what are the potential outcomes of that,
and is there any gain or benefit to that. And right now Im personally in the view that its always
best ... to speak, to try and understand =¥ the thinking we have in our own member states, to raise
issues that are of concern, and to try to resolve them, the prime minister said.
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