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STRIKE BY MILLIONS OF WORKERS HIT BUSINESSES IN INDIA
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Banking and other businesses across India suffered Wednesday as millions of workers went on 
strike protesting the Hindu nationalist governments economic policies, especially the planned sale 
of several state-owned companies including Air India.

Protesters marched on the streets of New Delhi and several state capitals in response to the strike 
call given by 10 workers unions.

Rail and road traffic also was disrupted in Assam, West Bengal and Kerala states where workers 
held street protests and blocked railroads, the Press Trust of India news agency said.

Amarjeet Kaur, a trade union leader, said workers were opposed to the proposed sale of natural 
resources and state assets.

The working class is on roads today, she said, adding that the 90-100% of the workers had joined 
the strike in the defense, coal, petroleum, income-tax and service sectors in 15 to 16 Indian states.

The unions said that hundreds of thousands of workers will lose jobs if the government went ahead 
with the sale of Air India, Bharat Petroleum Corporation, the Shipping Corporation of India and the 
Container Corporation of India.

The government says it plans to sell the companies because they had been losing money for 
years. It also wants to bolster revenues as it prepares to unveil the federal budget on Feb. 1 for 
the financial year 2020-21.

The federal government warned the workers that they wont receive salaries for Wednesday if they 
went on strike.

The government projected a 5% economic growth in the current fiscal year, April 2019 to March 
this year, sharply down from last years 6.8% with the manufacturing, cement and power sectors 
faring poorly. Also, the sale of cars and other vehicles dipped by nearly 13% in mid-2019.

Prime Minister Narendra Modis government recently recapitalized the banks and offered tax 
incentives for domestic companies. But these steps have so far not increased the rate of 
investment, according to data released by the governments National Statistical Office.

In May last year, government data had shown that joblessness in the country was 6.1% of total 



labor force during 2017-18, the highest in 45 years.
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