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TURKEY CAN CONTRIBUTE TO RUSSIA-NATO RAPPROCHEMENT
- 12.12.2019

Trend News Agency (11 December 2019)

Some European leaders feel uncomfortable when they have to respond to President Erdogan's
resolute or, as they see it, aggressive policies.

The recent NATO summit (and the events preceding it), where contradictions at the country level
were sometimes projected on inter-Alliance relations, has revealed uncertainty of some members
in wisdom of their own decisions, and jealousy, but most of all - fear of strong Turkey.

For instance, this was clearly evidenced by the reluctance of the participants to recognize the YPG-
PYD as terrorist organizations and to provide political support to Ankara, despite the admission of
some senior EU and NATO officials that Turkey is at the forefront of the fight against terrorism and
protects the EU from illegal migration, and that no other NATO member has been subjected to
more terrorist attacks, and has not taken as many refugees from Syria as Turkey.

The Kurdish (and Armenian) question has long been used by some European countries to weaken
Turkey's influence in Europe and especially in the Middle East, and to pursue their own geopolitical
and economic interests, although most of the ethnic Kurds oppose the use of the Kurdish issue
against Turkey.

Half-truthful and toxic anti-Turkish propaganda in some European media outlets, ignoring Ankara's
official position that Turkey is fighting the YPG/PYD terrorists, not the Kurdish people, only confirm
this idea.

Compare the two media headlines:

Turkey launches military operation against YPG militants and Trump allowed Turkey to commit
genocide against people who defeated ISIS.

The same Operation Peace Spring, but what a different interpretation!

Erdogan gave a comprehensive response to his critics, saying that none of the countries blaming
Turkey for its Syrian policy has a 900-kilometer border with Syria, much of which until recently was
controlled by terrorist troops from the YPG/PYD.

Turkey has also broken the taboo on good relations with Russia. But to be consistent in this issue,
we need to recall the construction of the Nord Stream-2 pipeline to Germany, or President Macron
who warmly embraced President Putin yesterday in front of the Elysee Palace prior to the meeting



of the Normandy Quartet, or the words of the Polish President Andrzej Duda and NATO Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg that Russia should not be considered an enemy of NATO.

Turkey has been called a complex partner. However, it is only as complex as its interests are
affected, especially in terms of national security.

The simplest explanation for the policy of his country was given by the Turkish president himself at
a meeting with compatriots in London after the NATO summit: Today's Turkey is a country that,
without regard to anyone, conducts operations to ensure its national security and pursues
independent foreign policy.

To date, only Kremlin has realized and accepted this fact. Therefore, Russia quite reasonably
enjoys its benefits regarding the relations of the two countries.

The White House is also aware of Turkey's value as a real contributor, not as a consumer in the
Alliance.

Good relations between Turkey (as an important member of NATO) and Russia as an independent
pole of power, can be considered by Washington not as a handicap, but as a tool for
rapprochement with Russia in order to jointly confront not fictional (strategy of containing Russia
in Eastern Europe), but real threats (terrorism, cyber-attacks, non-proliferation, proxy wars, etc.).

https://en.trend.az/other/commentary/3161652.html
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