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MAMMADYAROV: AZERBAIJAN CONSIDERS THE NETHERLANDS CLOSE ALLY, RELIABLE
PARTNER

- 12.12.2019

Trend News Agency (11 December 2019)

Azerbaijan considers the Netherlands a close ally and a reliable partner, reads an article by
Azerbaijans Foreign Minister ElImar Mammadyarov on The Diplomat Magazine, Trend reports.

The Netherlands are one of traditional partners for Azerbaijan since weve regained independence.
Two countries enjoy full-fledged agenda of mutually beneficial cooperation. Azerbaijan considers
the Netherlands a close ally and a reliable partner in both bilateral and multilateral field. The
relations between the Netherlands and Azerbaijan have been growing on a positive scale for the
last twenty-seven years [] ever since the establishment of diplomatic relations on April 1, 1992.
The relations are built on mutual respect to territorial integrity and sovereignty and existing
cooperation cover areas such as trade, logistics, agriculture, education, tourism and etc., reads the
article.

As Mammadyarov says, the scale of trade and investment between the two countries attest to the
importance of economic relations.

For instance, foreign trade turnover between the Netherlands and Azerbaijan in 2018 was 181.83
million USD, of which 77.9 million USD was export of Azerbaijani products to the Netherlands and
103.8 USD was import of Dutch products to Azerbaijan, reads the article.

The Netherlands continues to remain as one of the top investors in the non-oil sector of Azerbaijan.
Dutch companies implement large-scale projects in fields such as logistics, transport,
environmental protection and agriculture. Among the successfully implemented projects, we can
name the planning, design, engineering and construction of Baku International Sea Trade Port,
providing environmental solutions to pollution of lakes by oil spills and urbanisation in Absheron
peninsula, construction of a model farm in Azerbaijan based on Dutch agricultural experience and
know-how.

Cooperation in the logistics field is of great importance at the moment, according to Azerbaijans
foreign minister.

In 2019, a delegation of Baku International Sea Trade Port visited the Netherlands, where a
Memorandum of Understanding for cooperation was signed with a number of Dutch logistics. A
first test container from Venlo to China via Baku, Azerbaijan was sent later this year, as a follow-up
of this visit. It is also envisaged to open representation of Baku International Sea Trade Port in



Venlo, the Netherlands to oversee the cooperation in the logistics field.

Tourism has also been increasing steadily for the last years. More and more Dutch tourists opt to
enjoy the beauty and landscape of Azerbaijan during their holidays. Holding of Formula 1 Grand-
Prix games has especially contributed to the increased interest of Dutch Formula 1 fans to
Azerbaijan. The simplification of Azerbaijans visa system, which makes it possible to receive visas
within just a few hours, is particularly appreciated by Dutch people, who can easily and effortlessly
travel to Azerbaijan. The direct cargo flights have been operational between Maastricht and Baku
since 2016 and negotiations are underway to open direct passenger flights between Baku and
Amsterdam.

In the education field, there is a growing cooperation between the two countries, noted the
minister.

These are just a few examples of successful cooperation between the Netherlands and Azerbaijan.
A lot has been done, yet there is a vast potential of cooperation which still remains untapped.
Therefore, the focus for the upcoming years would be to continue bringing tangible and
measurable results in the bilateral relations through fostering business to business cooperation,
increased trade turnover and successful implementation of economic projects.

Today, the foreign policy achievements of our country, which is regarded as a reliable partner, are
of course based on establishing good cooperative relations with neighboring countries and other
countries of the world, as well as implementing equal dialogue and cooperation based on mutual
interests. Our foreign policy priorities include the strengthening of sovereignty and independence
of the country, elimination of consequences of military aggression of Armenia against Azerbaijan
and restoration of its territorial integrity within internationally recognized borders, as well as, the
continuation of large-scale infrastructure projects implemented with the initiative and participation
of Azerbaijan, further development of mutually beneficial cooperation with all international actors,
including states, associations and international organizations.

And on the way to the realization of these constructive goals, we hope to continue a true
partnership with our largest economic partners represented by the EU countries, including the
Netherlands, reads the article.

https://en.trend.az/azerbaijan/politics/3162186.html
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