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IRAN IS SECRETLY MOVING MISSILES INTO IRAQ, U.S. OFFICIALS SAY

- 06.12.2019

The New York Times (4 December 2019)

By Julian E. Barnes and Eric Schmitt

WASHINGTON

Iran has used the continuing chaos in Iraq to build up a hidden arsenal of short-range ballistic 
missiles in Iraq, part of a widening effort to try to intimidate the Middle East and assert its power, 
according to American intelligence and military officials.

The buildup comes as the United States has rebuilt its military presence in the Middle East to 
counter emerging threats to American interests, including attacks on oil tankers and facilities that 
intelligence officials have blamed on Iran. Since May, the Trump administration has sent roughly 
14,000 additional troops to the region, primarily to staff Navy ships and missile defense systems.

But new intelligence about Irans stockpiling of missiles in Iraq is the latest sign that the Trump 
administrations efforts to deter Tehran by increasing the American military presence in the Middle 
East has largely failed.
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