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GREECE MOVES MORE MIGRANTS TO MAINLAND, WARNS OTHERS TO STAY AWAY

- 23.10.2019

EuroNews (22 October 2019)
COSTAS BALTAS(Reuters)
By Angeliki Koutantou

ATHENS (Reuters) [ Greek authorities moved more refugees and migrants from overcrowded
island camps to the mainland on Tuesday as the government, facing a surge in new arrivals, said it
would take a hardline on those who did not qualify for asylum.

Nearly 700 migrants and refugees arrived in the port of Elefsina near Athens from the island of
Samos, officials said. Earlier, 120 people arrived from Lesbos at Greeces main port, Pireaus.

Greece is struggling with the biggest resurgence in refugee and migrant flows across the Aegean
Sea from Turkey since 2015, when more than a million crossed into Europe, many of them via
Greece.

The islands, which are closest to Turkey, have been struggling under the influx, with some 33,700
refugees and migrants in overcrowded camps, according to the U.N. refugee agency UNHCR.

In late September, a woman died in a fire in a tent in a camp on Lesbos, while a fire in an
overcrowded camp in Samos forced hundreds of people into the streets this month.

Our focus was mainly on Samos because we want things there to calm down, migration ministry
secretary Manos Logothetis told Reuters.

LOSINGMONEY

Greece has adopted a tougher stance on migration since the conservative government led by
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis came to power in July.

Mitsotakis told his EU counterparts last week that the union must review asylum rules and warned
economic migrants that they will be returned to Turkey if they are not entitled to asylum,
government spokesman Stelios Petsas said on Tuesday.

If they give their money to traffickers hoping to permanently cross into Europe, they will only lose
it, Petsas told reporters. Even if they reach Greece, since they are not entitled to asylum, they will
return to Turkey.

They can no longer come to Greece and apply for asylum hoping that they stay here forever, as it



was the case with the previous government, Petsas said, referring to former prime minister Alexis
Tsipras left-led administration.

More than 12,000 people arrived in Greece in September, the highest level in the three-and-a-half
years since the EU agreed a deal with Turkey to seal the Aegean corridor to Europe.

Athens has announced plans to deport 10,000 people who do not qualify for asylum by the end of
next year.

Logothetis said up to 300 more people would be leaving Samos this week, and up to 2,000 from all
outlying islands next week. Greece aims to move up to 20,000 off the islands by the end of the
year, he said.
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