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EU INDUSTRY CHIEF HANDS OVER FULL DOCKET TO SUCCESSOR
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Polish Commissioner Elżbieta Bieńkowska will relinquish the reins of EU industrial policy to Frances 
Sylvie Goulard on 31 October. Ahead of the changeover, she looked back on her time in office and 
discussed the challenges facing her successor, including her beefed-up portfolio.

Jean-Claude Juncker entrusted Bieńkowska with the hefty Internal Market, Industry, 
Entrepreneurship and SMEs portfolio in 2014. Notable achievements under her watch include 
tweaks to public procurement and successes in the space sector.

At the start of her mandate, the directorates-general for internal market and enterprise (DG 
MARKT and DG ENTR) merged into DG GROW and Juncker tasked her with upping industrys 
contribution to the economy from 16% to 20%.

Depending on what factors are used to define industry, its share ranged from 17.3% to 20.7% for 
the EU27 in 2018. The lack of significant progress has prompted EU capitals to ask the Commission 
to draft an overarching industrial strategy for 2050 by the end of the year.

Bieńkowskas services are currently working on the text. The Polish Commissioner told EURACTIV 
that I wanted a document that responds to all the needs of European industry. We will have that.

The Juncker Commission already proposed an industrial policy strategy in late 2017, which 
included a focus on cybersecurity, circular economy and big data. But Bieńkowska said that the 
sector is so broad you cant just rely on Strategy 1. 

She added that working on internal market and services matters is much more difficult than talks 
on defence cooperation. Bieńkowska said she is confident that the next Commission will be able to 
propose a short document based on what were preparing.

 

EU industrial policy under the spotlight as elections loom

As the EU gears up for a big refresh after Mays elections, there is growing consent among business 
leaders that incoming policymakers should refocus attention and resources on industrial policy, 
particularly in the continents most valuable sectors.

It will indeed be up to her successor, Sylvie Goulard, to dot the is and cross the ts. In her mission 
letter, President-elect Ursula von der Leyen said the incoming French Commissioner should add to 
the strategy and make sure the EU economy is on track to meet the blocs pending climate-



neutrality goal.

The 2050 strategy should cover all aspects that affect industry and its competitiveness, from 
investment and public procurement to trade, skills, innovation and supporting small and medium-
sized businesses (SMEs), the letter explains. 

Asked if she will share any advice with Goulard before leaving office, Bieńkowska said her French 
successor is experienced enough already. She did urge Goulard though to continue a culture of 
transparency where ministers are kept informed of what is going on.

 

Von der Leyen assigns defence challenge to France

Frances former defence minister, Sylvie Goulard, has been proposed as the EUs internal market 
Commissioner. But her new portfolio also includes a strengthened European defence file, which 
analysts say will be her biggest challenge.

 

Goulardean task

During a briefing with journalists last week, Bieńkowska acknowledged that Goulards challenge 
might be even greater than her own, given that the portfolio will be even bigger now.

That is because the Frenchwoman will also oversee the communication directorate and the newly 
created directorate-general for defence and space, if she clears the final hurdle and wins the 
European Parliaments approval.

Setting up a new DG dedicated to military and extra-planetary matters has long been rumoured 
and Bieńkowska revealed that it has been in the pipeline for the last 18 months.

Asked if the new department is ready to launch, she said that in three months time, it wont be a 
problem to get it operational. Recruitment and know-how from member states is needed. But the 
separation of the DG is not a problem.

Currently, two units of DG GROW employ 48 officials on defence, while more than 300 are involved 
with space policy. Seconded experts from the member states will be needed because the 
knowledge doesnt exist in the current Commission, the outgoing Commissioner added.

 

Blast-off: Europes place in the space race

Space exploration and exploitation has traditionally been the domain of the Americans and 
Russians. But Europe is in the mix too, from building the machines that put satellites in orbit to 
harbouring dreams of mining asteroids. Heres what the future holds.

The space division of the new DG will hope to benefit from a war chest of   가㄀㘀  billion proposed 
under the EUs long-term budget for the next seven years, the multiannual financial framework 
(MFF).

EU-developed global positioning system Galileo stands to get  가㤀⸀㜀 billion; it recently reached the 



milestone of one billion smartphone users and its satellite constellation is due to be completed in 
2020.

Its earth-observing cousin Copernicus is now fully operational and will get  가㔀 billion under the MFF. 
Bieńkowska pointed out that the systems climate action capabilities will only escalate in 
importance in the coming years.

National governments have asked to activate the satellite system numerous times in the past few 
years, in order to track blazes and help firefighters get ahead of often deadly infernos.

The Polish official insisted that the sky is the limit for how so-called space data is used, adding that 
between 6% and 9% of European companies now use it in some form. Asked about the very 
natural link between space and defence, Bieńkowska replied that roughly 95% of defence 
capabilities use space-based data.

Growing interest in the sector means that inter-institutional relations will need to be managed. 
Space policy has been under the remit of the Commission since the signing of the Lisbon Treaty 
but ties with the European Space Agency (ESA) still need to be cultivated.

Bieńkowska acknowledged that the relationship is a complex issue, given that non-EU members 
can participate in ESA matters, and that a clear division of tasks between the EU executive and the 
agency needs to be made.

Tensions came to a head earlier this year when it became clear that ESA had protested against the 
Commissions proposal to rename the European Global Navigation Satellite Systems Agency as the 
European Union Agency for the Space Programme.

ESA complained the new name for the Prague-based agency would cause confusion due to its 
similarity to its own moniker. In April, EU negotiators reached a partial agreement on the space 
programme proposal, which still includes the name change.

Further talks are expected on the still-outstanding issues once broader talks on the EUs long-term 
budget wrap up.
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