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JEAN-CLAUDE JUNCKER: 'BREXIT IS FAILURE OF BRITAIN, NOT THE EUROPEAN UNION'

- 16.09.2019

EuroNews (13 September 2019)

Jean-Claude Juncker, the outgoing President of the European Commission, has said Brexit is a 
"tragedy" and a "failure" but it is "the failure of Britain, not the European Union." He also said the 
UK had only ever been "part-time Europeans".

In a wide-ranging and often blunt interview with Euronews' Efi Koutsokosta, Juncker traced the 
origins of the United Kingdom's marginal decision to leave in a 2016 referendum back to the 
beginning of the nation's ascension to what was then the European Economic Community in 1975:

"Brexit, from its beginning, has to do with the fact that not a single British government was openly 
defending and explaining the place of Britain in the European Union.

"If you are telling the people over decades that this is not exactly what we wanted, dont be 
surprised if a referendum is answered in a negative way. I was probably the only one who was not 
surprised by the outcome.

"I expected (the decision to leave) because this matraquage  ጀ as the French would say  ጀ repeating 
day after day that we are there but we dont want to be there, is producing obvious results."

When asked in view of the current turmoil in the UK over the issue whether the country should 
finally leave the EU, Mr Juncker replied that was not up to him:

"Thats a decision to be taken by our British friends. My impression is that they want to leave, 
according to the result of the referendum. But this is a lose-lose situation. More losses for Britain, 
but also losses for the rest of the European Union.

"It is a tragedy and it is a failure, but I have to say I dont think it is mine, because I didnt decide to 
have this referendum. I was not intervening in the EU referendum explanation because Prime 
Minister Cameron asked me not to intervene."

He also pointed out that he always had a good personal relationship with Cameron, who lost the 
referendum and resigned. 

"I met him the day after my appointment and we agreed to work in the best possible conditions," 
Juncker said. 

"But I think it was a major mistake to put such a complicated question to a referendum.

"The withdrawal agreement we have concluded with Prime Minister May is seven or eight hundred 



pages. 

"Did every British citizen participating in the referendum know what this was all about? No."

On the topic of migration, Juncker said neither he nor the European Union ever lost control of the 
issue.

"Member states lost control. When I was campaigning back in 2014 (to be President of the 
European Commission), I was bringing the attention of the general public to the migration issue 
because it was foreseeable that something would happen.

"In 2015, the Commission made proposals as far as resettlement and location are concerned. This 
was a decision by the Council of interior ministers, but some four or five (member) countries were 
not accepting to (migrants) that the council was giving to them.

"When I'm having a look in the Hungarian press, the Commission is criticised, but, in fact, the 
members have to be criticised. They took the decision.

"I was asking member states who were reluctant to take onto their territory children, children 
being in Europe without parents, without family.

"Do you really think that in Poland there would be demonstrations against the fact that the Polish 
nation is taking children onto its territory? No.

"We have to remember that if you want the world to become a better place to live, then you have 
to love the others."

Juncker said he regarded his greatest achievement during his five years as President of the 
European Commission as keeping Greece in the Eurozone. However, he felt that his role in this had 
been written out of history in some accounts:

"I'm reading the memoirs of my former colleagues and sometimes I have the impression that I had 
nothing to do with the answer we brought to the Greek crisis. What we did   ጀ  against the 
willingness of more than three or four member states  ጀ was to make use of one of the provisions of 
the treaty saying that the commission is in charge of the general interests of the European Union. 
That was the mandate.

"Had the commission said 'OK, we are of the opinion that Greece should leave', the Commission 
would have failed in its most noble mission. We have to  ጀ as a Commission  ጀ keep the countries 
together.

"[If] we [would] have accepted that Greece would leave the Euro, that would have been the 
beginning of the end of the EU."

Juncker went on to speak of his approval of his successor, Ursula Von Der Leyen, but said the 
process of her appointment was questionable.

"The way she was brought into office was not highly transparent and the European Parliament did 
not play its role. The parliament was always claiming that only spitzenkandidat should become 
President of the Commission.

"The European Parliament was accepting the way, that the European Council was directly 



appointing two vice presidents of the commission and that is not the business of the European 
Council.
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