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MACRON EXPECTED TO VISIT POLAND AT THE START OF 2020
- 23.08.2019

EurActiv (22 August 2019)

After the dispute between Paris and Warsaw, following Polands cancellation of an Airbus contract,
French President Emmanuel Macron will be visiting the Polish capital in the first months of 2020.
The Polish prime minister revealed the topics that will be discussed to EURACTIVs partner QOuest-
France.

Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki announced this in an exclusive interview with Ouest-
France and its German press partner Funke. The full interview (only for subscribers) was published
on Thursday (22 August) in Ouest-France.

By 2016, Franco-Polish relations had become particularly strained following the PiS-led
government cancelling a contract of 50 Airbus-produced Caracal transport military helicopters.

Migration issues, as well as judicial and media reforms in Poland, had also contributed to difficult
relations.

| hope for a new opening. We have already agreed with President Macron to visit Poland in the first
months of 2020 to revitalise relations. In reality, despite there being some tensions, relations are
not so dark, Morawiecki said.

In Poland, French direct investment is significant, and we rely heavily on economic cooperation
between the two countries. We invite French investors to strengthen these links, which are
growing year after year, he added.

Macron and Merkel give last warning to Poland

French President Emmanuel Macron and German Chancellor Angela Merkel will support the
Commission if it decides to trigger Article 7 against Warsaw next week, the two told a joint press
conference at the end of a two-day EU summit on Friday (15 December).

Fostering European champions
Moreover, Poland has just joined the Franco-German project on electric battery systems.

With Emmanuel Macron, we have agreed to build a new positive agenda. The Weimar Triangle is a



good format. And we agree with Chancellor Merkel and the French president that in the future we
can encourage the emergence of European champions. We no longer want to repeat the problems
like the ones encountered in the Siemens-Alstom case, Morawiecki observed.

We need European champions. Even if Poland cannot claim champion status because of its size,
we can still become part of the process and support them as was the case with Airbus. That is the
way forward. On the digital side, the car....

In the full interview, the Polish prime minister also discussed eurozone membership, reform of the
Dublin Agreement on asylum seekers, justice reform in Poland, as well as defence issues.

The interview took place just a few days before US President Donald Trump is set to visit Warsaw
for the 80th anniversary of the invasion of Poland (1 September 1939).

[Edited by Zoran Radosavljevic]

Kaynak/Source:



