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MACRON AND MOGHERINI DECLINE TO BACK US ACCUSATION ON IRAN

- 19.06.2019

EU Observer (18 June 2019)

France has urged Iran to step back from threats on nuclear proliferation, but declined to back US 
claims Iran recently attacked two oil tankers. 

Most EU foreign ministers meeting in Luxembourg echoed the French leader, but the UK endorsed 
the US accusation, which Iran denies. 

French president Emmanuel Macron said on Monday (17 June) in Paris that he "regretted" Iran's 
threat, made earlier the same day, that it would breach a 2015 deal on nuclear arms unless 
Europe started buying its oil. 

Iran should "respect its obligations and we strongly encourage it to adopt a patient and 
responsible attitude," Macron told press after meeting Ukraine's president in the French capital. 

"We will do everything with our partners to dissuade Iran from this," he added. 

He spoke after Iran's atomic agency said, earlier the same day, it would break the terms of the EU 
and UN-backed deal on 27 June by creating more near-weapons grade uranium than the accord 
allowed. 

It issued the threat after the US walked away from the pact, reimposed sanctions on Iran, and 
forced EU companies to stop doing business there. 

"The current situation is very critical and France and the other parties to the [deal] still have a 
very limited opportunity to play their historic role for saving the deal," Iranian president Hassan 
Rouhani said on Monday while meeting the new French ambassador to Tehran. 

The US has also accused Iran of sabotaging two oil tankers in the Persian Gulf in recent days and 
warned of military reprisals. 

But when asked if France believed the US accusation, Macron said only the situation required "cool 
heads" and warned against "escalation". 

The EU foreign affairs chief, Federica Mogherini, took a similar approach to the unfolding crisis. 

She said Iran's threat was merely a form of "political dialectics" and that the EU would only react 
once the International Atomic Energy Agency in Geneva, a UN-body, had confirmed whether Iran 
was still in compliance with the 2015 accord or not. 



"So far, Iran has been compliant with its nuclear commitment as we had expected it to be," she 
said after a meeting of EU foreign and defence ministers in Luxembourg.

She declined to comment on the US tanker claims, saying only that she feared "miscalculation" 
and "unintentional escalation". 

Heiko Maas, the German foreign minister, said: "It is up to Iran to stick to its obligations ... We will 
certainly not accept a unilateral reduction of obligations". 

But he sounded a sceptical note on the US tanker claim, adding that all the information had "come 
from one side in particular [the US]". 

Maas, as well as his Czech, Dutch, Finnish, Latvian, Luxembourgish, and Romanian counterparts 
said the EU needed more information before assigning blame.

"I think it's a very, very concerning event but let's have all the details first," Finnish foreign 
minister Pekka Haavisto said. 

Harriet Baldwin, the British defence minister, said the UK was "almost certain that this was Iranian 
action". 

Urmas Reinsalu, Estonia's foreign minister, also said he was "taking very seriously the statements 
made by the US". 

But Luxembourg's Jean Asselborn recalled the Iraq wars of 2001 and 2003, when the US and UK 
claimed wrongly that Iraq was building weapons of mass destruction. 

"I'm convinced, as I was 16 years ago, that you really shouldn't make the mistake of believing that 
you can solve a problem in the Middle East with weapons," he said. 

Stef Blok, the Dutch foreign minister, also said that even if Iran did attack the two oil tankers, it 
ought to make no difference to EU efforts to save the nuclear arms pact. 

"The nuclear deal should be judged on the content of the deal itself ... so long as Iran is fulfilling 
the criteria, the EU should stick to the deal," he said.

Meanwhile on Monday, the Pentagon announced it would send 1,000 additional US forces, and 
other military resources, to the Middle East.

The US will send 1,000 additional US forces and more military resources to the Middle East amid 
tensions with Iran, the Pentagon announced Monday.

Defence secretary Patrick Shanahan said the forces would serve "defensive purposes to address 
air, naval, and ground-based threats in the Middle East."
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