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CHINESE PRESIDENT Xl JINPING TO MAKE FIRST OFFICIAL TRIP TO NORTH KOREA THIS
WEEK

- 17.06.2019

South China Morning Post (17 June 2019)
Matt Ho

Xi Jinping will make his first official visit to North Korea this week, the first by a Chinese president
in more than a decade, state-run news agency Xinhua reported on Monday night.

Hu Zhaoming, spokesman for the Communist Partys International Department, said Xis visit on
Thursday and Friday followed an invitation from North Korean leader Kim Jong-un.

North Korean state media reported in January that Xi accepted the invitation after a meeting with
Kim in Beijing, but neither side confirmed a date for the visit.

Xi is also expected to attend the G20 summit in Osaka, Japan, next week, but Beijing has yet to
confirm whether the Chinese leader will meet US President Donald Trump.

North Korea has repeatedly invited Xi to visit, including in September as relations between the two
countries warmed.

The last time a Chinese president visited North Korea was in 2005, when Hu Jintao made a three-
day trip.

More to follow ...
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