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US AGRICULTURE MINISTER: EUROPE WILL PAY THE PRICE FOR IGNORING SCIENCE
- 10.04.2019

EurActiv (10 April 2019)

Europe is a technology-free zone when it comes to agriculture and it will pay the price for that, US
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue has said, criticising the EU for ignoring science on new
technologies in farming.

Speaking at the Committee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives in Washington on 9
April, Perdue said:

What were seeing in the EU along this route, | call it the technology-free zone. [ *[I] | think again
they will pay the price for this in the future, Perdue said.

The US official made this statement following a question about the future of the worlds most
commonly used weedkiller, Bayers Roundup, which contains the controversial chemical substance
glyphosate.

Roundup was initially produced by giant agri-industry Monsanto, but the company was bought by
Bayer last year for €55.8 billion.

Perdue was asked what the implications on US agriculture would be if Roundup was taken off the
market due to the ongoing court cases against it.

It would be literally devastating to productivity capacity, he warned.

At the EU level, glyphosates license was renewed in November 2017 with the aim to phase it out
within five years. The European Commission insisted that it had followed a science-based
approach while some member states such as France voted against its re-authorisation.

The UNs Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the World Health Organisation (WHO) have
approved the chemical, saying it is unlikely to pose a carcinogenic risk to humans from exposure
through the diet. The same opinion was shared by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) as
well as the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA).

However, this is in contrast to an assessment by IARC (International Agency for Research on
Cancer), which concluded in 2015 that the herbicide solution was probably carcinogenic to
humans. This has been the main argument of environmentalists such as Greenpeace, who demand
a total glyphosate ban.

Bayer has received more than 11,200 Roundup lawsuits so far and the plaintiffs claim the product
has caused cancer. Two cases have already resulted in convictions and compensations totalling



thousands of euros.

Im afraid that while groups that oppose these types of uses have not been able to win on the
science side, theyve chosen the litigation route, the US minister said, adding that he hoped the
judges will make better decisions in the appeal process.

New plant breeding techniques
This is not the first time that Perdue has criticised Europes stance toward new technologies.

In August 2018, he called a ruling by the European Court of Justice on new plant-breeding
techniques (NPBTs) a setback and not based on science.

The ECJ ruled on 25 July that organisms obtained by mutagenesis plant breeding technique, or
gene editing, are GMOs and should, in principle, fall under the GMO Directive

The Courts decision was hailed as a victory by NGOs, while the biotech industry described it as a
severe blow to innovation in EU agriculture with long-term economic and environmental
implications.

EU Health Commissioner Vytenis Andriukaitis has recently told EURACTIV.com in an interview that
the next EU executive would need to come up with a new regulatory framework for these
techniques, which are not linked to GMOs, according to him.

In September 2018, a study commissioned by pesticides industry CropLife International found that
the lack of access to modern technologies combined with the fragile political landscape has put
agriculture production in the EU under enormous pressure, at a time when other major farm
markets in the world are growing.

The USA, Brazil and China have seen drastic increases in agricultural productivity due to the
adoption of new technologies, such as plant biotechnology and modern crop protection products,
the report noted.
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