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ITALY SEIZES MIGRANT RESCUE BOAT MARE JONIO
- 20.03.2019

Deutsche Welle (20 March 2019)

A rescue boat carrying nearly 50 migrants has docked at the Italian island of Lampedusa. Interior
Minister Matteo Salvini had denied the ship access to ltalian ports, but relented in order to bring
aid workers to trial.

Sicilian prosecutors on Tuesday ordered the seizure of the Italian-flagged ship "Mare Jonio." The
rescue boat was allowed to dock at the Italian island of Lampedusa while accompanied by coast
guard ships, following nearly two days at sea.

The decision ended a standoff between the migrant rescue boat and the Italian government.
Italian Interior Minister Matteo Salvini had earlier ordered authorities to deny the ship access to
Italian ports.

Before issuing the permit to dock, prosecutors launched an investigation into possible aiding and
abetting of illegal immigration, a move Salvini praised.

"Now in Italy there is a government that defends the borders and ensures respect for the law,
most of all for human traffickers," he said. "He who makes mistakes, pays."

The group of 49 migrants, including 12 minors, were rescued by humanitarian group Mediterranea
Saving Humans. "Those on board had been at sea for almost two days," the NGO said in a
statement. "(They) are exhausted and dehydrated."

'Repressive’

Salvini has come under fire for attempting to block migrant rescue boats from docking at Italian
ports.

Human rights watchdog Amnesty International last year accused the Italian government of
"repressive management of the migratory phenomenon."

Italy has taken the brunt of a wave of migration after EU member states cut off the so-called
Balkan route. Nearly half a million irregular migrants have made the dangerous journey across the
central Mediterranean and made landfall in Italy, according to the International Organization for
Migration (IOM).

Rome has conceded that saving lives at sea is a priority, but maintains that national authorities



must be obeyed and premeditated action to bring immigrants to Italy would amount to facilitating
human trafficking.

Italy, with the support of the EU, has trained the Libyan coast guard to intercept boats carrying
migrants in a bid to prevent migrants from reaching European shores.

In late 2014, with the war in Syria approaching its fourth year and Islamic State making gains in
the north of the country, the exodus of Syrians intensified. At the same time, others were fleeing
violence and poverty in countries such as Irag, Afghanistan, Eritrea, Somalia, Niger and Kosovo.

Each evening at 1830 UTC, DW's editors send out a selection of the day's hard news and quality
feature journalism. You can sign up to receive it directly here.
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