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In a hard-hitting speech, the US vice president has singled out Germany, France and the UK for 
circumventing sanctions. He called it "an ill-advised step," urging the EU to reverse policy and 
withdraw from the Iran deal.

US Vice President Mike Pence on Thursday urged EU allies to withdraw from the Iran nuclear deal, 
saying some countries' latest actions have strained trans-Atlantic relations.

"The time has come for our European partners to withdraw from the Iran nuclear deal and join with 
us as we bring the economic and diplomatic pressure necessary to give the Iranian people, the 
region and the world the peace, security and freedom they deserve," Pence said.

The vice president was speaking at a Middle East conference in Warsaw, co-hosted by Poland and 
the US. Despite assurances the conference aimed to bolster security in the region, its main 
speakers  ᐀ including Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu  ᐀ pushed for further pressure on 
Iran.

Key takeaways:

Pence singled out Germany, France and the UK for attempting to circumvent US sanctions on Iran 
by creating a transactions channel called INSTEX, calling this "an ill-advised step."
Described as a "turning point," Netanyahu had hailed the "open meeting with representatives of 
leading Arab countries that are sitting down together with Israel in order to advance the common 
interest of war with Iran." The comments were later adapted to use the phrase "combating Iran" in 
English instead.

Jared Kushner, senior White House adviser, briefed the conference on the US' "deal of the century" 
to end the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, The Associated Press reported, citing a US diplomat. Kushner 
reportedly said the deal will be announced after the Israeli elections in April.

British Foreign Minister Jeremy Hunt left the conference early. He attended the conference in order 
to participate in a meeting aimed at shoring support to end the war in Yemen. Germany, France 
and the EU declined to send their top diplomats, instead dispatching more junior officials.

 

Iran deal under threat

Since US President Donald Trump withdrew American support for the Iran nuclear deal, 



Washington has pressured its European allies to do the same. But the EU has resisted, arguing 
that Tehran has continued to follow the agreement.

The deal was reached in 2015 in a combined effort between the UK, France, Germany, Russia, 
China, the US under Barack Obama's leadership, and Iran. It provided a framework in which Iran 
would end its nuclear program in exchange for the international community dropping paralyzing 
sanctions. While the EU has sanctioned Iranian security services for attempting to assassinate 
Iranian dissidents on European soil, it has stopped short of withdrawing support for the deal.

As a way to mediate the effect of US sanctions, Germany, France and the UK established a 
transactions channel called INSTEX to allow businesses to continue trading with Iranian 
companies. However, the fact that more countries were not involved could point to growing 
European uncertainty of Iran and the future of the nuclear deal.
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Iran

US sanctions on Iran target Tehran's trade in gold and precious metals, block the sales of 
passenger jets and restrict Iran's purchase of US dollars, among other punitive measures. The US 
has also blocked Iran's key oil sales in a further tranche of sanctions, which came into force in 
November 2018.
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