
AVRASYA 
İNCELEMELERİ 
MERKEZİ 
CENTER FOR 
EURASIAN STUDIES
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The Jewish Voice (13 February 2019)

The World Jewish Restitution Organization (WJRO) welcomes the adoption of a European 
Parliament Resolution on the 2018 Commission Report on Bosnia and Herzegovina, in which the 
EU Parliament calls upon Bosnia and Herzegovina to address property restitution.

This is the first time that the European Parliament has officially raised restitution of seized 
property, including during the Holocaust, in considering Bosnias application to become an EU 
member state.
.
WJRO is proud to have supported this key article in the European Parliament resolution, said 
Gideon Taylor, WJRO Chair of Operations. We urge Bosnia and Herzegovina to pass legislation for 
the return of private and communal property.

This vote by the European Parliament is a powerful call for long-awaited legislation in Bosnia to 
provide justice for Holocaust survivors and their families, and to the Jewish community and other 
religious communities, commented Ambassador Jakob Finci, President of Jewish Community of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The resolution, which responds to the 2018 Commission Report on Bosnia and Herzegovina and 
which was spearheaded by MEP Cristian Dan Preda (EPP, Romania), Member of the EU Parliament 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, was passed with 468 votes to 123 and 83 abstentions.

In its resolution, the European Parliament Calls on BiH to ensure the right to property; points out 
the lack of a comprehensive legislative framework on handling restitution claims and encourages 
the authorities to open a dialogue with interested parties on issues pertaining to the restitution of, 
or compensation for, seized property.
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