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CORBYN'S OFFER ON BREXIT WAS 'PROMISING', TUSK TELLS MAY

- 08.02.2019

EU Observer (8 February 2019)

EU council president Donald Tusk told British prime minister Theresa May on Thursday (7 
February) that opposition Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn's offer could be a "promising way out" of 
the Brexit stalemate, an EU official said after Tusk met May in Brussels.

Corbyn, on Wednesday, set out in a letter to May his five demands for backing the government on 
the Brexit deal, including establishing a customs union with the EU and "close alignment" with the 
single market.

The EU has shown willingness to remain in the customs union by tweaking the political declaration 
on the future relationship between the EU and the UK attached to the withdrawal agreement. 

Earlier on Thursday, European Commission president Jean-Claude Juncker told May that the EU was 
open to "add wording" to the declaration "in order to be more ambitious" in designing the future 
relationship. 

The EU official told EUobserver May did not comment on Tusk's suggestion.

May also did not have any "new concrete proposals" prepared for Tusk. 

When asked on her next steps, May did not have a clear timeline, the EU official added. 

May, on her visit to Brussels on Thursday, agreed with top EU officials to continue talks on the way 
out of the deadlock after the Brexit deal was overwhelmingly rejected in the UK parliament last 
month. 

The EU's chief negotiator, Michel Barnier, will meet the UK's Brexit secretary, Steve Barclay, at the 
European Parliament in Strasbourg on Monday.

May also said after her meeting with Tusk that she had addressed the EU Council chief's 
comments on a "special place in hell" for Brexiteer politicians who did not have "a sketch of a plan 
how to carry it out safely". 

"I've raised with president Tusk the language that he used yesterday, which was not helpful and 
caused widespread dismay in the United Kingdom," May said. 



"The point I made to him was that we should both be working to ensure that we can deliver a 
closer relationship between the United Kingdom and the European Union in the future, and that's 
what he should be focusing on," she added. 

The EU source said Tusk stood by his statement despite her reprimand, however.

"He remains of the view that while the truth may be more painful, it is always more useful," the 
official said.
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