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RUSSIA, GEORGIA AGREE ON FORMING LAND TRADE CORRIDORS VITAL FOR ARMENIA

- 06.02.2019

ArmenPress (04 February 2019)

Moscow and Thilisi have completed the discussions on launching an alternative land route vital for
Armenia. The sides have completed the procedures on implementing the provisions of the
agreement on Customs administration and Monitoring mechanisms for the trade of goods,
Kommersant reports citing a source of the Russian government.

The agreement enables to use the territories of Abkhazia and South Ossetia for trade and transit.
It was signed in Geneva in 2011.

Russia joined the World Health Organization in 2012, but the agreement with Georgia, which
supposes formation of three trade corridors between the two countries, two of which will pass
through Abkhazia and South Ossetia, has not worked. The preparation for this required 7 years
from Moscow and Thbilisi, the newspaper says.

The source said at the moment there are no obstacles for conducting the agreed upon
mechanisms.

The Swiss Societe Generale de Surveillance will conduct the monitoring and labeling of the goods
flow. The Georgian side has signed a contract with the Swiss company in 2017 and Russia in 2018.
The concrete geographic coordinates of the trade corridors are enshrined in the 2011 agreement.

According to Kommersant, Armenia is also interested in the launch of the implementation of the
agreement. Armenia views the corridor passing through South Ossetia as an alternative to the Lars
checkpoint which is often closed in winter due to bad weather conditions.
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