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FRANCE'S MACRON ANNOUNCES NATIONAL DAY MARKING ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
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France 24 (06 February 2019)

 

French President Emmanuel Macron on Tuesday said France would make April 24 a "national day 
of commemoration of the Armenian genocide".

Speaking to the Armenian community at a dinner in Paris, Macron said: "France is, first and 
foremost, the country that knows how to look history in the face, which was among the first to 
denounce the killing of the Armenian people, which in 1915 named genocide for what it was, which 
in 2001 after a long struggle recognised it in law."

France "will in the next weeks make April 24 a national day of commemoration of the Armenian 
genocide," he added.

For decades, Armenia and Turkey have been at odds over whether the World War I massacres and 
deportations of Armenians by their Ottoman rulers should be described as genocide.

Turkey vehemently rejects that the massacres, imprisonment and forced deportation of Armenians 
from 1915 -- which Armenia says left 1.5 million dead -- constituted a genocide.

Macron's remarks at the dinner, organised by the Coordinating Council of Armenian Organisations 
of France, honoured a campaign promise from his election in 2017.

At the event, Macron also paid tribute to Charles Aznavour, the French crooner of Armenian origin 
who died in October last year.

https://www.france24.com/en/20190206-france-macron-announces-national-day-marking-
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