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CROWDS MOURN SLAIN MAYOR OF POLAND'S GDAŃSK

- 18.01.2019

Radio Poland (18 January 2019)

Thousands of mourners have paid tribute to the slain Polish mayor whose violent death a few days 
ago left people in shock and searching for answers.

Paweł Adamowicz, 53, a long-serving mayor of the northern Polish city of Gdańsk, died on Monday 
from severe wounds inflicted by a knife-wielding man during a high-profile charity event a day 
earlier.

On Thursday afternoon, his coffin was put on display for mourners to pay their last respects at the 
European Solidarity Centre, a landmark cultural institution in Gdańsk that Adamowicz helped 
create.

Earlier in the day, the Gdańsk City Council convened for a special session in honour of the 
murdered mayor that was attended by both incumbent and former aldermen of various political 
affiliations.

On Wednesday evening, Adamowicz's wife and elder daughter joined mourners for a heart-rending 
vigil at a square in the city centre where a giant heart was formed with candles in tribute to the 
murdered mayor.

Polands lawmakers on Wednesday observed a minutes silence to honour the departed politician.

On Friday afternoon, Adamowiczs coffin will be carried through the streets of Gdańsk to the 
Basilica of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a centuries-old Roman Catholic church 
where he will be laid to rest among other prominent city figures.

Adamowicz was mayor of Gdańsk for more than 20 years.

He is survived by wife Magdalena and daughters Antonina and Teresa, aged 15 and 8.

Poland's President Andrzej Duda has declared a national day of mourning in honour of the 
murdered politician, to be observed from 5 pm on Friday to 7 pm on Saturday.
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