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GREEK GOVERNMENT CRISIS OVER MACEDONIA NAME CHANGE
- 14.01.2019

BBC (13 January 2019)

Defence Minister Panos Kammenos withdrew his party's support, signalling his opposition ahead of
an expected vote in the Greek parliament.

The two countries recently agreed that Greece's northern neighbour would be called North
Macedonia, therefore ending a 27-year-long row.

Macedonia has ratified the deal.

Greek nationalists argue that the name "Macedonia" can only refer to the Greek province of the
same name.

The dispute, which has raged since it voted for independence from Yugoslavia in 1991, is blocking
Macedonia's hopes of joining Nato and the European Union.

Where does this leave Greece?

Following the resignation of Mr Kammenos, Mr Tsipras said he was moving immediately to a
confidence vote, which is expected on Wednesday, according to Greek newspaper Kathimerini.

The Syriza party of Mr Tsipras has 145 seats in the 300-seat parliament and Mr Kammenos has
called on his Independent Greeks (Anel) party, which has seven, to vote against the government.

If the government loses, the next general election, due to be held in the autumn, could be brought
forward.

The main conservative opposition party, New Democracy, also opposes the new name but there is
speculation that some Anel MPs, as well as some independents, may support the government in
the confidence vote.

Analysts say Mr Tsipras will continue with his attempt to have the new name for Macedonia ratified.

Syriza, a party of the radical left which came to power on an anti-austerity platform in January
2015, was forced to accept hard economic reforms as a condition of emergency loans aimed at
rescuing the country's debt-ridden economy.

Greece successfully completed a three-year eurozone emergency loan programme worth [TTT11T]
(£55bn; $70.8bn) in August but deeply unpopular cuts to public spending are set to continue.

Announcing his resignation from the cabinet, Mr Kammenos said, "This government has completed



its purpose," referring to the economic crisis.

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-46855088
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