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GREEK FARMERS FUME AGAINST MAYOR WHO BANNED SHORT FOOD SUPPLY CHAINS
- 25.12.2018

EurActiv (21 Aralik 2018)
This article is part of our special report Short food supply chains in Europes south.

The mayor of Kozani, a city in northern Greece, has decided to ban the Without intermediaries
movement, which had created a direct link between local farmers and consumers.

Local authorities said the farmers market, which has been in place since the last five years,
violated existing legislation.

Short food supply chains became popular in Greece following the economic crisis, which forced
smallholders and consumers to seek alternative ways of getting food at affordable prices.

At EU level, different forms of short food supply chains (SFSC) have developed in the last years.
Advocates say SFSCs are not just about selling local cheap products as they also have positive
spillover effects on rural societies, the environment and agrotourism.

Campaigner: Short food supply chain is more than selling local products

Short food supply chains have a multidimensional role to play. They can help revitalise European
farms by encouraging young people to work the land, but they also provide cheap and healthy
food to consumers and attract tourists, campaigner Genevieve Savigny told EURACTIV.com in an
interview.

Local media e-ptolemeos.gr reported that the mayor decided to stop the Without Intermediaries
movement, and the move came as a surprise, considering that mayor Lefteris loannidis is a known
environmentalist who has been praised for his progressive policies.

He is one of the few mayors across the country to implement a much-discussed smoking ban in
public places. He also warmly welcomed Syrian refugees at the height of the migration crisis.

Agricultural cooperative Aliakmon accused both the mayor and vice-mayor Chryssa Athanasiadou,
who is a far-left politician, of bowing to the pressure from big businesses in the region and the
market.

Its a shame. The mayor deprives producers of a significant income and the consumers, from cheap
and high-quality products, said Panagiotis Arnidis, the president of Aliakmon.



Municipality sources explained that according to the existing legislation, these producers should
ask for a license to operate and follow a specific authorisation process.

The producers did nothing and we cannot allow an uncontrollable market operate out there, the
sources said.

According to the existing law, the producers should create non-profit organisations in order to be
able to operate and at the same time, prove via an annual report that their activities are based on
solidarity towards those in need.

The choice of conscious non-compliance with the law is not and will not be acceptable, the local
authorities said in a statement.

Farmers in Kozani say that despite the legislative gap, farmers markets in other Greek regions are
already functioning without any problem. They do not understand why the ban should only apply
to them.

Contacted by EURACTIV, Arnidis said local commercial interests and supermarkets were behind
the ban. The farmers market was organised once per month and the feedback from local
consumers has been very positive up-to-date, he said.

But the police was recently sent to the local farmers market and imposed a [II1] fine on each
producer, Arnidis said.

Sources from local authorities denied that they sent the police. According to them, the organised
flea market managers did so, by invoking the relevant law.

In the meantime, the Greek parliament recently voted a law on agrotourism, a parameter of short
food supply chains, especially for southern Europes high-quality products.

Gastronomy tourism is an integral part of the cultural heritage of different places and a form of
leisure tourism, the law says, making it clear that one of the main activities to promote
agrotourism is the purchase of agricultural products directly from the producer.

But the mayor said the movement was against existing legislation. Indeed, while the ministry of
agriculture has made a legislative proposal on short food supply chains, the law has not yet been
approved by parliament.
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