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CROATIA DENIES POLICE ABUSE OF MIGRANTS AT BOSNIA BORDER

- 17.12.2018

Deutsche Welle (17 December 2018)

Police in Croatia have denied illegally pushing migrants back across the border into Bosnia-
Herzegovina. The statement by authorities contradicted a report by the Border Violence Monitoring
group on Sunday that said officers had, sometimes violently, forced the refugees back outside the
external borders of the European Union.

The group cited footage provided to them by anonymous sources, taken from cameras hidden in a
forest that straddles the border between the two countries. It shows Croatian police shouting at a
group of migrants and escorting them back over the border.

This isn't the first time Croatia has denied that this practice takes place. The government has said
police were not shoving the refugees back, but rather "deterring" them from what they said was
an unofficial crossing point.

Aid groups have voiced concern that the bitter winter weather could have serious health
consequences for migrants forced to camp out at border zones. Bosnian officials said Sunday that
they had rescued two people from the border area and treated them for severe frostbite.

More than 3,000 people have been cramped into three makeshift refugee centers in the towns of
Bihac and Velika Kladusa, near the Croatian border. Authorities in Bosnia have struggled to
provide sufficient accommodation and food.

https://www.dw.com/en/croatia-denies-police-abuse-of-migrants-at-bosnia-border/a-46765947
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