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EurActiv (13 November 2018)

The European Council will consider in December the outcomes of the citizen consultations. 
However, some MEPs are already calling for the EU not to stop at this experiment. EURACTIV 
France reports.

European heads of state and government will meet in Brussels for the European Council on 13 and 
14 December. On this occasion, they will have summaries of European citizen consultations held in 
their countries to hand.

However, the exercise, which took place between April and September and consisted of 1,076 
events, is also of interest to another audience.

In the course of a few months, you have brought together a list of grievances for the 21st century 
which has to serve as a basis for our work as legislators, explained Richard Ferrand, president of 
the French National Assembly. Its high time that we talked about Europe in this house.

On Thursday (8 November), the National Assemblys committee for European affairs, chaired by 
Sabine Thillaye, organised an international meeting of parliamentarians to revisit these 
consultations.

 

The people facing their representatives

Participatory and representative democracy complement and strengthen each other, stated 
Nathalie Loiseau, minister for European affairs, in a pre-emptive response to the usual criticisms of 
this exercise.

Namely, that if the European Union needs to invest so many resources in obtaining its citizens 
opinions and concerns, this means the European Parliament is not fully performing its 
representation role.

There was no pro-EU bias during the debates, according to the minister.

There were not only pro-Europeans at the 54 debates I participated in, but sometimes very 
sceptical points of view. Indeed, the effort required to participate in these events (which 
sometimes comprised several days of debate), perhaps had a tendency to exclude completely 
Eurosceptic people.



One of the three French MEPs present at Hôtel de Lassay, which is adjacent to the French National 
Assembly, Christine Revault dAllones Bonnefoy (S&D), did believe that real Eurosceptics didnt 
come to these debates.

Their absence in the citizen consultations public debate will have to be taken into account with a 
view to the May 2019 European elections.

 

An ill wind

We have to stop the binary discourse of the saviour against horror, of progressives against anti-
Europeans. Thats not how you fight populism, the S&D MEP warned. Instead, she called for calm 
and serious discussions to be held between people who have different visions of the European 
project but who still support it.

There is an ill wind blowing across the EU, we have to work together because the European project 
is in danger, warned Pascal Durand, vice-chair of the Greens Group at the European Parliament.

This is what the citizen consultations are for, to truly take popular opinion into account. Lets not 
make the same mistake as we did with the European Citizens Initiative (ECI), which did not create 
momentum. Nothing would be worse than leaving it at that.

Established by the Lisbon treaty with the intention of giving political weight to citizens petitions, 
the ECIs met with little success.

 

Not stopping there

A report co-authored by Austria, the holder of the EU presidency until December, and Romania, 
which takes over on 1 January 2019, will be presented to the heads of state before the European 
Council on 13 and 14 December.

The report will be essential for defining the European strategic agenda, said Michael Linhart, the 
Austrian ambassador to France. It is important to consider that this isnt a closed chapter. We have 
to monitor these consultations and continue to do so.

In just over a month, at the close of the European Council in Brussels, it will be possible to 
determine whether this exercise in participatory democracy has really influenced the European 
debate.
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