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MACRON CALLS FOR ‘TRUE EUROPEAN ARMY' TO DEFEND AGAINST RUSSIA, US, CHINA
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EurActiv (7 November 2018)

French President Emmanuel Macron called on Tuesday (6 November) for a real European army to 
allow the bloc to defend itself against Russia and even the United States, a hugely sensitive idea 
amongst EU nations which jealously guard their defence.

Macron, who has pushed for a joint European Union military force since his arrival in power, said 
Europe needed to be less dependent on American might, not least after US President Donald 
Trump announced he was pulling out of a Cold War-era nuclear treaty.

We have to protect ourselves with respect to China, Russia and even the United States, Macron 
told Europe 1 in his first radio interview since becoming president in May 2017.

We will not protect Europeans unless we decide to have a true European army.

Macron has spearheaded the creation of a nine-country European force, independent from NATO, 
that could rapidly mount a joint military operation, evacuate civilians from a war zone, or provide 
aid after a natural disaster.

The nine countries defence ministers are set to meet for the first time on Wednesday in Paris to 
start thrashing out details of how the force will operate.

Finland is set to become the tenth country involved in the project, according to a source close to 
the talks.

 

Touchy subject

The wider EU is due to vastly expand its defence budget starting in 2021, allocating some   가㌀ 
billion over seven years to research and develop new equipment.

Under an initiative known as PESCO, 25 EU countries have also pledged to better coordinate their 
defence spending and potentially their operations.

But talk of an EU army, an idea floated by European federalists for years, remains a deeply touchy 
subject amongst member states anxious to defend their sovereignty.



A French source said Macron was speaking about more closely coordinated defence rather than a 
truly supranational military spanning the continent.

The president used the strong image of a European army as a reminder of the need for closer 
defence ties, the source said.

European Commission spokesman Margaritis Schinas said that the EU backed a more meaningful 
and assertive defence identity but that this cooperation should start with joint research and 
procurement.

I dont think this defence identity will start with an EU army, he said.

We have to start with the rest and well see that at some point in time.

Bruno Alomar, a professor at the French War School which trains top military officers, said Macrons 
vision of a tight-knit European defence force was a long way off.

The idea of creating a common strategic culture is not a bad one, he told AFP.

But theres a massive gap between the European defence that Emmanuel Macron dreams about 
and the reality of very powerful disagreements between European partners.

 

Russian meddling fears

Macron, who is set to host dozens of world leaders on Sunday for commemorations marking 100 
years since the end of World War I, said the 70 years of peace enjoyed in Europe could not be 
taken for granted.

For millennia, it has never lasted so long, he said in the interview, recorded Monday night in 
Verdun, northeast France, as part of a weeklong tour of former battlefields.

Faced with a Russia which is at our borders and has shown that it can be a threat, Macron argued: 
We need a Europe which defends itself better alone, without just depending on the United States.

 

Battle rages over EU defence pact

A diplomatic tussle has broken over the European Unions flagship defence cooperation pact, amid 
warnings that the bloc could cut itself off from major allies like the US and post-Brexit Britain.

In another apparent reference to Russia, he insisted that intrusion attempts in cyberspace and 
multiple interventions in our democracies required a united response.

The centrist French leader has been waging a vocal war on nationalism in recent days as he 
prepares to host leaders including Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin.



Ahead of European Parliament elections next May  ጀ billed by many observers as a battle between 
Macron-style pro-Europeans and rightwing populists   ጀ  he said politicians must respond to voters 
fear and anger.

Europe has probably become too ultra-liberal, he said, which doesnt allow the middle classes to 
live well.

French far-right leader Marine Le Pen   ጀ  one of the targets of Macrons anti-nationalist tirades   ጀ 
meanwhile accused him of seeking to turn Europe into an empire.

And it was empires that were at the origin of World War I, not nations, she told Radio Classique.
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