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IRAQI AIR FORCE RECEIVES SIX MORE KAI T-50 GOLDEN EAGLE WARPLANES

- 30.10.2018

PressTV (28 Otober 2018)

The Iraqi military has received a new batch of South Korean KAI T-50 Golden Eagle supersonic 
advanced trainers and light combat aircraft under a deal struck between Baghdad and Seoul 
several years ago.

The Iraqi Air Force, in a statement released on Sunday, announced that six T-50 trainer jets had 
arrived in a military airbase.

The Iraqi government confirmed in March 2017 that it had received the first batch of the South 
Korean combat aircraft. 

The Defense Ministry said that the second shipment was delivered in May this year.

In December 2013, Iraq signed a contract for 24 South Korean T-50 fighter jets, plus additional 
equipment and pilot training over the next 20 years.

The contract was initially estimated at $1.1 billion, but the manufacturer Korea Aerospace 
Industries (KAI) later put the figure beyond $2 billion.

The KAI T-50 Golden Eagles maiden flight occurred in 2002. The aircraft entered active service 
with the Republic of Korea Air Force in 2005.

On June 7, the Iraqi Defense Ministry stated that it had taken delivery of 39 advanced T-90 battle 
tanks from Russia, adding that the armored fighting vehicles had been distributed between two 
battalions of an army brigade.

The statement said that Iraqi military personnel had already been trained by Russian experts on 
how to operate the battle tanks.

The T-90 is a third-generation Russian battle tank built upon the time-proven Soviet T-72 design.

It is among the best-selling tanks in the world, and known for its firepower, enhanced protection 
and mobility.

The T-90 features a smoothbore 2A46M 125mm main gun, which can fire both armor-piercing 
shells and anti-tank missiles.

The advanced tank also features sophisticated armor, ensuring all-round protection of the crew 
and critical systems, including explosive reactive armor and active infrared jammers to defend it 



from inbound rocket-propelled grenades, anti-tank missiles and other projectiles.

The Iraqi military plans to reinforce its fleet of M1A1 Abrams main battle tanks with T-90s. A large 
number of American M1A1 Abrams tanks have been damaged in the fight against Daesh Takfiri 
terrorists.

[...]

https://www.presstv.com/Detail/2018/10/28/578349/Iraqi-Air-Force-receives-six-more-KAI-T50-
Golden-Eagle-warplanes

Kaynak/Source: 


