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JUNCKER TELLS ROMANIA TO END CORRUPTION INFIGHTING THIS YEAR
- 24.10.2018

Politica (23 October 2018)

European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker on Tuesday called on Romania to end
infighting over anti-corruption efforts by the end of the year if it wants the green light to join the
EUs borderless Schengen zone before his term expires.

Junckers plea reflects a view in the Commission and among Western European governments that
Bucharest is softening its approach to corruption and heading down the same path of democratic
backsliding as Poland and Hungary.

Speaking at the European Parliament in Strasbourg, Juncker suggested Romanian politicians
should agree a common approach by the time the country takes over the presidency of the
Council of the EU in January. Romanias Social Democratic government has proposed reforms that
critics say undermine anti-corruption efforts, often in the face of opposition from President Klaus
lohannis.

One has to be very careful, you always have to respect the principles of the rule of law, Juncker
said in a debate on the future of Europe, in which lohannis was a guest speaker.

My own personal desire would be that before Romania takes over the presidency of the European
Union, they manage to strike some kind of consensus on the fight against corruption, he said.

Its absolutely essential that this happens because otherwise the Commission will find it rather
difficult to provide the necessary recommendations and make the right kind of proposals to
include Romania into the Schengen zone, he added.

Juncker also said: We really have to try and bring this about. | would like to do that before our
current Commissions mandate expires.

In November, the current European Commission will produce its final annual report under a
scheme that assesses the rule of law in Romania and Bulgaria, two of the EUs newest members.
EU officials have made clear that progress is essential if Bucharest and Sofia are to achieve their
aspirations of joining the Schengen zone.

The current Commissions term ends in October next year.

Juncker was careful to say that his note of caution is not directed at lohannis but at the Romanian
government and parliament.

Romanian Prime Minister Viorica Dancila got a very different reception at the European Parliament



at the start of this month, when she clashed with Commission First Vice President Frans
Timmermans and MEPs over the rule of law.

In Tuesdays debate, Manfred Weber, leader of the center-right European Peoples Party (EPP) group
in the Parliament, said the Romanian government has already crossed some red lines in our
common understanding of values.

Guy Verhofstadt, the leader of the liberal ALDE group, spoke of dubious reforms, of undermining
the judiciary ¥ weakening the criminal code, undermining the fight against corruption. Josef
Weidenholzer, vice president of the center-left Socialists and Democrats, expressed concern about
internal political developments in your country which are becoming more critical.

The Council of Europes Venice Commission, a legal watchdog, last week criticizedthe governments
proposed amendments to the criminal code and the criminal procedure code, arguing they risk
weakening the effectiveness of the justice system.

Earlier this month, the Romanian Constitutional Court found over 60 amendments from the
proposed reforms to be unconstitutional.

MEPs appealed to lohannis to push back against the governments planned changes. lohannis, a
former leader of Romanias National Liberal Party, which is affiliated with the EPP, said he would
remain involved so that rule of law and EU values are safeguarded.

Political parties will meet lohannis on Wednesday for consultations on the proposed reforms.
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