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EU MIGRATION SOLUTIONS ARE ON THE TABLE - LET'S ADOPT THEM
- 18.10.2018

EU Observer (18 October 2018)

There is a myth out there, pushed by those with no answers: Europe's migration "crisis" continues
without solutions at an EU level.

It is wrong factually and politically.

First the facts. This year, we have seen around 100,000 irregular border crossings and just over
400,000 asylum applications so far - representing the lowest numbers in many years and an
enormous drop from the peak of 1.8 million crossings and 1.3 million asylum applications in 2015.

At the same time, the humanitarian crisis in the Moria camp on Lesbos continues.

The situation in 2015 was exceptional, but the political hangover from this experience continues to
pollute the debate. The sense of crisis remains unabated, fuelled by populists and pseudo-
strongmen manipulating the fear among voters for their own short-term political ends.

The one thing that can stop this toxic discourse is a shared EU effort to show that migration
management and a common European asylum system offers solutions beyond the short-term and
improvised efforts we have seen so far.

It's sad to see, but while the migration 'crisis' has ebbed, the political crisis continues, with many
member state leaders mistaking those who shout the loudest for those that actually hold the
majority view.

We have seen too many episodes of member states bickering over where people rescued on the
high seas should be disembarked. We have seen too many different interpretations of law.

It doesn't have to be this way. Over the past two and a half years, proposals to improve the
system have been considered by the European Parliament.

Despite our political differences from left to right and after long negotiations, we have agreed
detailed EU laws on equal reception, fair distribution of asylum seekers, efficient asylum
procedures, EU agencies for oversight, and consistent rules on who qualifies for asylum.

The European Parliament has done its job. We are now waiting for member states' leaders, who
have failed to reach their position on a true Common European Asylum System.



On the key proposal regarding the fair distribution of asylum seekers across the EU, with proper
security screening, the so-called "Dublin" rules, member states have been bickering for years now.

The truth is that on many of the other proposals that form the Common European Asylum System,
this is grand standing for PR purposes by the member states.

We have provisional agreements between our European parliament and the member states in the
Council, such on reception conditions, the resettlement of refugees and on who qualifies for
asylum.

However, for some reason, member states keep coming back with new demands and change their
mind every so often. It shows that in many European capitals, the urgency and fundamental
nature of this challenge are not fully grasped.

The time for political games is over. If we do not agree common rules now, we may never agree.
Today, heads of states and governments are meeting in Brussels.
We urge them to conclude and adopt the asylum package without further delay.

A failure to do so will inevitably put the free movement of Schengen at risk. Not acting together
provides the perfect space for populists to exploit the suffering of migrants in the build up to next
year's European elections.

Europe deserves better.
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Regulation, Tanja Fajon (S&D) rapporteur for the Qualification Regulation, Peter Niedermueller,
rapporteur for the EU Asylum Agency, Jean Lambert (Greens) member of the Asylum Contact
Group and shadow rapporteur
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