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MACEDONIAN COURT REJECTS BIDS TO SCRAP NAME REFERENDUM

- 20.09.2018

Voice of America (19 September 2018)

Macedonia's constitutional court has rejected two bids to declare illegal and unconstitutional the 
upcoming referendum on renaming the country "North Macedonia."

The vote on Sept. 30 has been hailed by western officials as a major chance for the small Balkan 
country to launch the process of joining NATO and the European Union.

Judges voted 7-2 on Wednesday to reject the two bids, filed by the World Macedonian Congress, a 
Skopje-based diaspora group, and the small, left-wing Levitsa party.

Renaming Macedonia is a key element of a deal with neighboring Greece to end a decades-old 
dispute. Greece says Macedonia's current name implies claims on its own northern province of 
Macedonia, and on its ancient heritage.

If the deal goes ahead, Greece will lift objections to Macedonia joining NATO and the EU.
https://www.voanews.com/a/macedonian-court-rejects-bids-to-scrap-name-
referendum/4578083.html
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