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IRAQ BOMBS ISLAMIC STATE 'OPERATIONS ROOM' IN SYRIA

- 17.08.2018

Reuters (16 August 2018)

BAGHDAD (Reuters) - Iraq launched an air strike on a gathering of Islamic State fighters in 
neighboring Syria, killing members of the hardline militant group who planned cross-border 
attacks, its military said on Thursday.

F-16 fighter jets bombed and destroyed an operations room where the militants were meeting. 
Islamic State, which once occupied a third of Iraqs territory, has been largely defeated in the 
country but still poses a threat along its border with Syria.

According to intelligence, those terrorists who were killed were planning criminal operations using 
suicide vests and intended to target innocents in the next few days inside Iraq, the military said in 
a statement.

The Iraqi military has carried out several air strikes against Islamic State in Syria since last year, 
with the approval of President Bashar al-Assad and the U.S.-led coalition fighting the militants.

Iraq has good relations with Iran and Russia, Assads main backers in the Syrian war, and also 
enjoys strong support from the U.S.-led coalition.

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi declared final victory over Islamic State in December but the group 
still operates from pockets along the border with Syria and in a rugged mountainous area in 
northeastern Iraq.

It has continued to carry out ambushes, killings, and bombings across Iraq since it abandoned its 
goal of creating a self-sufficient caliphate straddling Iraq and Syria.

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-iraq-syria/iraq-bombs-islamic-state-operations-
room-in-syria-idUSKBN1L122Y
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