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Poland's political masters have extended their control over the supreme court, while continuing to 
denigrate EU concerns.

The ruling Law and Justice (PiS) party made it easier for itself to name the next supreme court 
head under an amendment signed by Polish president Andrzej Duda on Thursday (26 July). 

Thousands of people protested against the move outside his residence in Warsaw, amid minor 
clashes with police.

Protests also took place in 14 other towns, including Gdansk, Krakow, Lodz, Poznan, and Wroclaw. 

The episode was the latest in a judicial affair which has unfolded in Poland over the past two years.

PiS has purged judges in the constitutional court, forcibly retired supreme court ones, and seized 
hold of judicial disciplinary panels in what the European Commission has said added up to a "clear 
risk of a serious breach of the rule of law". 

PiS also tried force out Malgorzata Gersdorf, the supreme court president, who became an 
opposition symbol when she refused to go. 

The attack on judicial independence could end in EU sanctions on Poland in what would be a first 
in European history.

It has already seen the EU court rule that Ireland could halt extraditions there on grounds that 
Poland no longer guaranteed fair trials. 

But those concerns were stood on their head by PiS chairman and de facto Polish leader Jaroslaw 
Kaczynski on Thursday. 

"It's we who are trying to make sure that courts aren't political, that they're objective," he told 
state broadcaster TVP. 

The purge was needed because Poland's judges were loyal to a political "mainstream" of former 
communists and liberals, he added. 



"The representatives of the mainstream in public life were once the Democratic Union [party], 
later on the SLD [party], then Civic Platform. So if you want to talk about [political] control, then it 
was by those formations, not the one I represent," Kaczynski said. 

"There'll be no new control, but the old one, which was clear for all to see, will be dismantled," he 
said. 

The party chief recently scotched Duda's plan to hold a referendum on updating the Polish 
constitution in November. 

But Kaczysnki told TVP that his "deep reform" of the judiciary ought to be enshrined in Poland's 
charter in future. "We really do need a new constitution," he said. 

 

EU elections

The EU clash on rule of law comes amid other confrontations - on migrants, press freedom, and 
electoral reform - as the right-wing PiS tries to entrench its hold on power. 

Proposals to carve Poland into 13 new districts for the European Parliament election in 2019, put 
forward this week, would also give it a louder voice on the EU stage. 

The changes would see the threshold for returning MEPs raised to 21 percent in the Warsaw 
district and up to 16 percent in other ones, leaving only PiS and Civic Platform, the main opposition 
party, in the running.

The net result would be up to five extra MEPs for Kaczynski in the EU assembly, Polish daily Gazeta 
Wyborcza calculated. 

"We want to win the [EU] elections, but we want a fair fight," Civic Platform senator Piotr Florek 
said as the Polish upper house prepared to vote on the project.

"Polish people will get better representation in the European Parliament," Jerzy Czerwinski, a PiS 
senator, averred. "Our voice will count for something in the [EU] parliamentary clubs. I'd rather 
have strong representation by two groups than by five," he said.
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