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POMPEO CALLS FOR RUSSIAN TROOP PULLOUT FROM GEORGIA
- 22.05.2018

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has called for Russia to withdraw its troops from breakaway
regions in Georgia while also pledging deeper security and economic support for Thilisi.

"The United States unequivocally condemns Russias occupation on Georgian soil," Pompeo said in
opening remarks to the annual U.S.-Georgian Strategic Partnership in Washington on May 21.
"Russia's forcible invasion of Georgia is a clear violation of international peace and security."

Russia has troops stationed in Georgia's Abkhazia and South Ossetia regions that remained after a
2008 war in South Ossetia between Russian and Georgian troops.

Moscow and a few other nations have recognized the two separatist regions as independent
countries.

Pompeo also repeated U.S. policy that Washington supports Georgia's eventual membership in
NATO.

Georgian Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili said after a meeting with Pompeo that U.S. support for
a peaceful resolution to Russian troops in Georgia "is of highest importance to our country and
regional stability."

Kvirikashvili added that Georgia's membership in the military alliance would be a "clear added
value for Euro-Atlantic security."

NATO promised Georgia eventual membership in 2008.

Kvirikashvili said U.S. involvement in infrastructure projects in Georgia, like the Anaklia deep-sea
port on the Black Sea coast, would help attract economic interest to the area.

https://www.rferl.org/a/pompeo-calls-for-russian-troop-pullout-from-georgia/29240854.html
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