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SERB PRESIDENT DELAYS KOSOVO DEAL TO GIVE IT A BETTER SHOT
- 26.04.2018

Bloomberg (25 April 2018)

Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic said a deal with Kosovo, the biggest hurdle to his country
joining the European Union, isnt imminent as both sides remain far apart, forcing him to delay his
goal to unveil the proposal within weeks.

Vucic said more time was needed to get world powers -- including the EU and the U.S. -- to
pressure Kosovo into agreeing to concessions, so he can present the deal to his Balkan nation of 7
million people without feeling humiliated.

The president last year started an internal dialog over Kosovo, whose 2008 split from Serbia
followed the NATO bombing campaign that forced out late Serb President Slobodan Milosevics
forces in 1999. The deal is crucial for the stability for the western Balkans, repeatedly torn apart
by bloody wars.

Its better to wait, Vucic said Wednesday in an interview in the Presidential Palace in Belgrade, the
capital. No more deadlines. But | thought we were closer to a solution than we are.

In Serbia, where the 48-year-old presidents party controls nearly two-thirds of parliament, most
citizens would prefer a frozen conflict to a resolution, a situation that would pose a threat that the
region cant afford, he said.

Political Mistakes

If you have a frozen conflict, someone will defreeze it, Vucic said. And that will be the end of
normal life for the entire region.

Democratic and living standards in the former Yugoslavias largest state deteriorated in the bloody
Balkan wars of the 1990s that saw tens of thousands of people killed, tortured and raped.

We need to realize when you make terrible political mistakes that you need to pay the price, he
said. But at the same time, all the others need to learn that you cant humiliate one nation.

Vucic has morphed from a nationalist politician in the 1990s, when he served as information
minister to Milosevic during the war with Kosovo, to one pledging to lead Serbia into the EU and at
the same time keeping close ties with its ally Russia. He became the prime minister in 2014 and
won presidential elections last year.

Once in the EU, Vucic hopes Serbia will be helped economically as it still struggles with 13 percent
unemployment and living standards below those of Bulgaria, the blocs poorest member.



Membership -- penciled in for around 2025 -- will halt also Serbias brain drain, he said.

European Council President Donald Tusk said in Tirana, Albania yesterday that the road to the EU
will be tough and will resemble more a hurdles racethan a motorway. Tusk is meeting with Vucic in
Belgrade on Wednesday.

A decade after the population of overwhelmingly ethnic Albanians declared its independence from
Serbia, Kosovo is still seeking to be recognized and hopes to join the EU in the next decade,
President Hashim Thaci said on Wednesday, according to GazetaExpress. Serbias refusal to
recognize Kosovo is backed Russia, China and others.

A Serb official was detained and expelled from Kosovo in March after he ignored warnings not to
hold meetings with fellow Serbs in a divided town.

Click here for more on the EUs courtship of the Balkan region

Any resolution will require backing from a referendum because it would change the constitution,
which still calls Kosovo an integral part of Serbia, according to Vucic.

If we see that this is by far the best solution for the Serbias future, and if Serbia isnt humiliated,
and if Serbs get all the guarantees for their better life, | will fight for that, he said. No doubt about
it.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-04-25/serb-president-delays-kosovo-deadline-to-
give-deal-a-better-shot
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