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Dujarric said the UN-sponsored meeting in Vienna on Wednesday is part of the United Nations 
ongoing efforts to assist Macedonia and Greece find a mutually acceptable solution to the name 
dispute.

Since the early 1990s, Athens has objected to Macedonia using that name because a part of the 
historic region of Macedonia is in northern Greece. Athens considers that land to be the original 
Macedonia, whose historical and historical heritage it considers Greek.

Macedonia has said the right to self-identification is a fundamental pillar of the international order 
and the demands made on Skopje are well outside the scope of the UN Charter. Moreover, Skopje 
has said Macedonian identity is unique, both culturally and historically, and the historical heritage 
from ancient Macedonia should not be monopolized by any one nation as it belongs to humanity.

In September 1995, Athens and Skopje reached an Interim Accord that stipulates Greece will not 
veto Macedonias entry in international organizations, including in NATO, if membership is 
conducted not under its name, but under the temporary reference "former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia."

Yet, Macedonia was not allowed to become a NATO member during the alliances summit in 
Bucharest in April 2008 under pressure by Athens.

In December 2011, the International Court of Justice in The Hague ruled that Greece had violated 
the Interim Accord. However, NATO said it was not bound by the UN courts decision.

In virtually all pols, Macedonians have overwhelmingly rejected membership in NATO and the 
European Union, and especially if membership is forced at the cost of erasing their ethnic and 
national identity.
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