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IRAQ LAUNCHES 'DEADLY STRIKES' AGAINST ISIL INSIDE SYRIA

- 20.04.2018

Al Jazeera (19 April 2018)

Iraq says it has carried out "deadly air strikes" against fighters of the Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant (ISIL, also known as ISIS) group, situated in pockets inside neighbouring Syria.

The announcement comes days after Haider al-Abadi, Iraq's prime minister, said his country would 
take action against ISIL if the fighters threatened Iraq's security.

Iraqi F-16 fighter jets crossed into Syria on Thursday in coordination with the Syrian army, al-
Abadi's office said in a statement.

"Based on orders from the commander-in-chief of the armed forces, Haider al-Abadi, our heroic air 
force carried out deadly air strikes against ISIL sites in Syria on Thursday near the border with 
Iraq," it said.

According to the statement, the attacks countered dangers posed by ISIL and reflected the Iraqi 
armed forces' "military capabilities in fighting terror".

According to an Iraqi military spokesperson, the operation was fully coordinated with the Syrian 
army.

Al-Abadi formally declared victory over ISIL last year with the help of a coalition made up of 
Kurdish Peshmerga forces and Shia-dominated paramilitary units.

Iraq's army also received key air and ground support from an international coalition.

But ISIL still poses a threat from pockets along the border with Syria and has continued to carry 
out ambushes and bombings across Iraq.

Also on Thursday, ISIL fighters were given 48 hours to leave a pocket they control in the south of 
the Syrian capital, Damascus, pro-government Al-Watan daily reported.

The fighters have been in control of an area around the Palestinian Yarmouk refugee camp and its 
surrounding neighbourhoods south of Damascus for nearly three years.

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/04/iraq-fighter-jets-strike-isil-targets-syria-
180419125454310.html
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