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MATTIS REAFFIRMS U.S. ALBANIAN DEFENSE RELATIONSHIP

- 19.04.2018

U.S Department of Defence News (17 April 2018)

In a statement summarizing the meeting between the two defense leaders, White said Mattis 
praised the significant contributions Albania has made to global and coalition operations, including 
nearly 300 personnel serving in four major NATO operations.

He thanked Minister Xhacka for Albanias strong leadership in the Western Balkans, White said, and 
for its efforts to counter Russian malign influence in the region.

Mattis praised Albanias recent increase in defense spending and its plan to meet the pledge 
alliance nations made at NATOs 2014 summit in Wales to spend at least 2 percent of their gross 
domestic product on defense by 2024.

https://www.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/1496054/mattis-reaffirms-us-albanian-defense-
relationship/
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