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IN A FIRST, IRANIAN WOMEN CAN NOW BE PILOTS FOR THE COUNTRY'S NATIONAL 
AIRLINE
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South China Morning Post (13.03.2018)

Iran Air, the countrys national airline, recently announced it will for the first time allow women 
pilots.

The announcement was made by Farzaneh Sharafbafi, the airlines chief executive, the first woman 
to hold that position in the airlines history, according to the Tehran Times.

This is highly significant for us to have female pilots among our personnel, Sharafbafi said when 
she announced the new policy, the Times reported.

In Iran, women are still required to wear a headscarf in public, including on aeroplanes.

Iran Air, headquartered in Tehran, flies to 25 domestic destinations and dozens of other cities in 
Asia and Europe.

Once a year, Iran Air announces job openings and this years main feature in the announcement let 
women know that they are welcome to apply to be pilots, according to the newspaper.

The airline, known as Homa, has five women working in top management, and about 16 per cent 
of the companys middle managers are women, the Tehran Times reported.

Women have been permitted to fly planes for years in Iran, but they have never been allowed to 
work for the countrys airline.

It was a big deal in Iran last summer when Sharafbafi, then 44, became head of the airline. She is 
also the first woman in the country to get a PhD in aerospace engineering.

In 2014, she told Iran Front Page newspaper that when she was in college, she did not know that 
women could even study aerospace engineering.

I consulted with a university professor telling him I wanted to study fluid mechanics. He let me 
know that women were allowed to take up aerospace. That was what I did  ☀ At first it was hard for 
others to accept me as an aerospace student and my admission dropped a bombshell at the 
university, she said.

In her announcement, Sharafbafi said the first women hired as pilots by Iran Air will begin as co-
pilots.



Women can play a key role in the social development as well as the realisation of social justice in a 
society, she said, according to the Times. Today, the world is paying more serious attention to the 
role of women in the society.

http://www.scmp.com/news/world/middle-east/article/2137172/first-iranian-women-can-now-be-
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